DISPOSITIONS FOR NON-COMMERCIAL MOVEMENT OF PET ANIMALS FROM “THIRD COUNTRIES”

Animal health requirements applicable to non-commercial movement of pet animals regulated by the Regulation No 998/2003CE and subsequent modifications provide that these animals (coming from third countries):

· shall be older than 3 months
· shall be identified (a) by a clearly readable tattoo, or (b) by an electronic identification system (transponder). The tattoo, as a means of identification will only be accepted until 3 July 2011 and not for movements to the UK, Malta and Ireland (transponder obligatory). After 3 July 2011, the transponder will be the only identification system allowed. In the case referred to in point (b) of the preceding subparagraph, where the transponder does not comply with ISO Standard 11784 or Annex A to ISO Standard 11785, the owner or the natural person on behalf of the owner must provide the means necessary for reading the transponder at the time of any inspection.

· shall have been vaccinated against rabies (after identification).

· shall have been subjected to a neutralizing antibody titration at least equal to 0.5lU/ml carried out on a sample taken by an authorized veterinarian at least 30 days after vaccination and three months before being moved. The list of rabies testing authorized laboratories is online at the following website (http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/approval_en.htm)                     SOUTH KOREA: Choong Ang Vaccine Laboratory, 59-3 Haam Dong, Yusung Ku, Dae Jeon 305-348, Tel/Fax: +82-42-863-9322/8454, pharmehk@hanmail.net                           National veterinary research and quarantine service, NVRQS, 480, Anyang 6-dong, Manan-gu, Anyang city, Gyeonggi-do 430-824, Tel/Fax: +82-31-467-1854/1868, cheso@nvrqs.go.kr 
· shall have the health certificate adopted by the Commission under Decision 2004/824 or the Passport, in case of re-entry, regulated under Decision 2003/803. The maximum of  animals is set at 5 units, otherwise it will be considered as a commercial import and the animals will be subject to the controls provided by Directive 92/65 and subsequent modifications.

In case the animal doesn’t satisfy the requirements provided above, Regulation 998/2003 provides:

a) to return the animal to its country of origin;
b) to isolate the animal under official control for the time necessary for it to meet the health requirements, at the expense of the owner or the natural person responsible for it. The fee of this operation will be charged to the owner or the natural person liable to the animal; or 

c) as a last resort, to put the animal down, without financial compensation, where its return or isolation in quarantine cannot be envisaged.
Regarding other animals (rodents, rabbits, tropical fishes, amphibians and reptiles) the European Commission has not established rules yet. Therefore, every Member State is free to order different import conditions. Currently, the Italian law provides for the incoming movements a health certificate written both in Italian and in the language of the country of origin, by an official veterinarian. This certificate shall prove that the animals have been subjected to a physical examination within the last 48 hours before the departure. The physical examination shall demonstrate that the animals do not show risks of infectious diseases and that they are considered able to move to Italy.

